Sample Advertisement

ANNUAL DENIM DAY IN  [Service Area]
[Agency Name]

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Join communities throughout our state in taking action

As part of Denim Day California!
Wednesday, April 21, 2010
[Time] [Location]
Join us for [Details about event]
Californians across the state are urged to break the dress code and the silence Wednesday, April 21st by wearing jeans to participate in Denim Day California.  Denim Day is being sponsored by the [Agency Name] and the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA).  Denim Day California campaign began in 1999 with CALCASA and Peace Over Violence, previously LACAAW, Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against Women, as part of an international protest of an Italian High Court decision to overturn a rape conviction because the victim was wearing jeans.  The Italian Supreme Court dismissed charges against a 45-year-old rape suspect because his 18-year old victim was wearing jeans at the time of the attack.  The Court stated in its decision that “It is common knowledge...that jeans cannot even be partly removed without the effective help of the person wearing them...and it is impossible if the victim is struggling with all her might.”  The judgment sparked a worldwide outcry from those who understand coercion, threats and violence go along with the act of rape.  The unpopular verdict became an international symbol of myth-based injustice for sexual assault victims.

“Take Action—Decide to End Sexual Violence”
Wear Jeans--Support your local Rape Crisis Center

Talk About It--Don’t Be Quiet--Challenge Harmful Myths

Create Change--Organize to help make our community safe from sexual assault

RSVP [Phone Number]

Sample Letter to Community

[Date]

Dear Fellow Citizen:

We are asking all employees of our local non-profit organizations, civic governments and other employers to help us recognize April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  As part of that effort we are asking people to break the dress code and the silence on Wednesday, April 21, 2010 and wear denim to work.  We will be visiting your office soon with our poster and ribbons for each person to wear to help us in this cause.

Denim Day is sponsored by [Agency Name] and the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) to enlist public support to dispel harmful attitudes about rape.  The Denim Day campaign began in 1999 with CALCASA and Peace Over Violence, formerly LACAAW, the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against Women, as part of an international protest of an Italian Supreme Court decision to overturn a rape conviction because the victim was wearing jeans.  The Italian Supreme Court dismissed charges against a 45-year old rape suspect because his 18-year-old victim was wearing jeans at the time of the attack.  The Court stated in its decision that “It is common knowledge…that jeans cannot even be partly removed without the effective help of the person wearing them….and it is impossible if the victim is struggling with all her might.”  The judgment sparked a worldwide outcry from those who understand coercion, threats and violence go along with the act of rape.  The unpopular verdict became an international symbol of myth-based injustice for sexual assault victims.

Denim Day is an outward example of how a community can help change people’s perceptions about violence against women, men and children.  Please support us as we continue in our fight to prevent interpersonal violence by challenging harmful attitudes, training women and youth in self-defense and safety, teaching violence prevention in the schools and the community-at-large and encouraging schools and other agencies to join us in these efforts.  

Again we will be coming to your offices to leave our posters and ribbons and we salute all of you willing to join us in the fight for a safer community for all people.    

Sincerely, 

[Name, Title]

[Agency Name]

Sample Letter to Mayor 

[Date]

Honorable [Name]:

We are asking for your help in recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month and specifically April 21, 2010 as Denim Day. People all over California are planning on helping us to break the silence and the dress code and wear denim to work. We would appreciate it if you could issue a Proclamation for April 21, 2010 as Denim Day or a Proclamation recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

Sexual Assault Awareness month is recognized nationwide and has garnered great support from many of our California legislators and specifically [Names of local legislators or elected community officials].
Denim Day is sponsored by the [Agency Name] and the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA) to enlist public support to dispel harmful attitudes about rape. The Denim Day campaign began in 1999 with CALCASA and Peace Over Violence, formerly LACAAW, the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against Women, as part of an international protest of an Italian Supreme Court decision to overturn a rape conviction because the victim was wearing jeans. The Italian Supreme Court dismissed charges against a 45-year-old rape suspect because his 18-year-old victim was wearing jeans at the time of the attack. The Court stated in its decision that it is common knowledge...that jeans cannot even be partly removed without the effective help of the person wearing them...and it is impossible if the victim is struggling with all her might. The judgment sparked a worldwide outcry from those who understand coercion, threats and violence go along with the act of rape. The unpopular verdict became an international symbol of myth-based injustice for sexual assault victims.

Denim Day is an outward example of how a community can help change peoples perceptions about violence against women, men and children. Please support us as we continue in our fight to prevent interpersonal violence by challenging harmful attitudes, training women and youth in self-defense and safety, teaching violence prevention in the schools and the community-at-large and encouraging schools and other agencies to join us in these efforts.

Thank you in advance for any assistance you may give us.

Sincerely,
[Name, Title]

[Agency Name]

Sample Letter to County Supervisor

[Date]
Supervisor [Name]:

April is nationally recognized as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  Throughout April, [Agency Name] is organizing a series of events to help every member of our community Decide to End Sexual Violence.  Our goal is to encourage everyone in the [County] to learn about sexual violence, how to help prevent it, and how to help survivors heal.

[Agency Name] is speaking out again sexual violence in coordination with California’s rape crisis centers and the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA).  We share the view of the World Health Organization that sexual violence is a serious health problem that profoundly affects the physical, emotional, mental and social well-being of victims.  With leadership and commitment, we believe that we can work together with others to create short and long-term solutions to the endemic problem of sexual violence, including unhealthy and unsafe relationships.

We are asking for your help in recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month and specifically, April 18, 2008 as Denim Day. People all over California are planning on helping us to break the silence and the dress code and wear denim to work. We would appreciate it if you could issue a Proclamation for April 18, 2008 as Denim Day or a Proclamation recognizing April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month. We are hopeful that you will be able to present your Proclamation at our event in person.  However, we would be happy to have a representative read your Proclamation to our attendees should you be unable to attend.

Denim Day is sponsored by the [Agency Name] to enlist public support to dispel harmful attitudes about rape. The Denim Day campaign began in 1999 with the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault and the Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against Women as part of an international protest of an Italian Supreme Court decision to overturn a rape conviction because the victim was wearing jeans. The Italian Supreme Court dismissed charges against a 45-year-old rape suspect because his 18-year-old victim was wearing jeans at the time of the attack. The Court stated in its decision that. It is common knowledge...that jeans cannot even be partly removed without the effective help of the person wearing them...and it is impossible if the victim is struggling with all her might. The judgment sparked a worldwide outcry from those who understand coercion, threats and violence go along with the act of rape. The unpopular verdict became an international symbol of myth-based injustice for sexual assault victims.

Denim Day is just an outward example of how a community can help change people’s perceptions about violence against women, men and children. Please support us as we continue in our fight to prevent interpersonal violence by challenging harmful attitudes, training women and youth in self-defense and safety, teaching violence prevention in the schools and the community-at-large and encouraging schools and other agencies to join us in these efforts.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  A sample Proclamation is enclosed.  Please contact me to confirm your support of these critical violence prevention efforts.  We look forward to partnering with you to Decide to End Sexual Violence.

Sincerely,
[Name, Title]

[Agency Name]

Enclosures:  Sample Proclamation

Sample Proclamation

Office of the County Supervisor

WHEREAS, sexual assault is an intolerable violent crime with public health implications for every person in [County] as a victim/survivor or as a family member, significant other, neighbor or co-worker of a victim/survivor; and

WHEREAS, no one person, organization, agency or community can eliminate sexual assault on their own—we must work together to educate our entire population about what can be done to prevent sexual assault, support victim/survivors and their significant others, and increase support for agencies providing services to victim/survivors; and

WHEREAS, [Agency Name] has led the way in [County] in addressing sexual assault by providing 24-hour hotline services to victim/survivors and their significant others, responding to emergency calls, offering support and comfort to those impacted by sexual assault during medical exams, criminal proceedings, and empowering those impacted by sexual assault to chart their own course for healing; and 

WHEREAS, ending sexual assault in [County] must include active public and private efforts to Decide to End Sexual Violence in collaboration with [Agency Name], including conversation about what sexual violence is, how to prevent it, how to help survivors connect with crucial counseling and other support services, and how every segment of our society can work together to better address sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, staff and volunteers of sexual assault programs in [County] work year round to encourage every person in [County] to Decide to End Sexual Violence and to support survivors by providing prevention education and survivor empowerment information to schools, churches, civic organizations, as well as medical, mental health, law enforcement, education, and criminal justice personnel regarding sexual assault issues;

WHEREAS, [Agency Name] has set an important example of how forging collaborative relationships between service agencies and organizations serves to improve the quality of service for those most profoundly and directly impacted by sexual violence, thus setting an important example for how the rest of the community might work together to speak out and find solutions to sexual violence;

WHEREAS, [Agency Name] requests public support and assistance as it continues its effort to bring real hope for freeing [County] from the tragedy of sexual violence to create a future where all women, men and children can live free from violence and exploitation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I [Name], Supervisor, [District & County], do hereby proclaim the month of April as

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

In [County] and I commend this observance to all citizens.

[Name], Supervisor

Sample Denim Day California Resolution

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

WHEREAS, California and other states have declared April as

"Sexual Assault Awareness Month" and the California Coalition Against

Sexual Assault (CALCASA) has declared "Denim Day California"; and

WHEREAS, Both events are intended to draw attention to the fact

that rape and sexual assault remain serious issues in our society;

and

WHEREAS, Harmful attitudes about rape and sexual assault allow

these crimes to persist and allow survivors to be revictimized

through victim-blaming attitudes and unresponsive government systems;

and

WHEREAS, California is a national leader within the judicial,

criminal justice, medical, rape crisis, and health communities in

promoting victim-centered approaches to victims of crime; and

WHEREAS, "Sexual Assault Awareness Month" and "Denim Day

California" are also intended as methods of calling attention to

misconceptions and misinformation about rape and sexual assault, as

well as the problem that many in our society remain disturbingly

uninformed about assault and forcible rape; and

WHEREAS, The importance of this issue is underlined by statistics

indicating that approximately one-in-four women and one-in-ten men

are raped in adulthood and the sexual assault victimization rate for

youths under 18 years of age has been documented at one-in-four for

girls and one-in-six for boys; and

WHEREAS, With proper education on the matter, there is compelling

evidence that we can be successful in reducing incidents of this

alarming and psychologically damaging crime; and

WHEREAS, The Legislature strongly supports the efforts of CALCASA

to educate persons in our community about the true impact of rape and

sexual assault in California; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate

thereof concurring, recognize "Denim Day California" and everyone is encouraged to wear jeans on that day to help communicate the message that there is no excuse for, and never an invitation to, rape; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of

this resolution to the author for distribution.

