Official Title

Street Address

City, State Zip Code

Dear (Name):
April is nationally recognized as Sexual Assault Awareness Month and this year, (agency) is organizing a series of events to help every member of our community Decide to End Sexual Violence.  Our goal is to encourage everyone in (city/county) to learn about sexual violence, how to help prevent it, and how to help survivors heal.

(Agency) is calling for (city/county)-wide participation to Decide to End Sexual Violence (or insert your own theme), and would be honored if you would sponsor an official (proclamation/resolution) to recognize April as Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  You can further support Sexual Assault Awareness Month by scheduling a (insert your SAAM theme here) presentation for your staff, and by attending (your event information).  We are hopeful that you will be able to present your (proclamation/resolution) at our event in person; however, we would be happy to have a representative read your (proclamation/resolution) to our attendees should you be unable to attend.

(Agency) is Taking Action by Deciding to End Sexual Violence (or insert your own theme) in coordination with California’s rape crisis centers and the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA).  We share the view of the World Health Organization that sexual violence is a serious health problem that profoundly affects the physical, emotional, mental and social well-being of victims.  With leadership and commitment, we believe that we can work together with others to create short and long-term solutions to the endemic problem of sexual violence, including unhealthy and unsafe relationships.

A sample (proclamation/resolution) is enclosed.  Please contact me to confirm your support of these critical violence prevention efforts.  We look forward to partnering with you to achieve our vision of a world without sexual violence.

Sincerely,

(Your Name)

(Title)
Sample Proclamation

Office of the Mayor

WHEREAS, sexual assault is an intolerable violent crime with public health implications for every person in (city) as a victim/survivor or as a family member, significant other, neighbor or co-worker of a victim/survivor; and

WHEREAS, no one person, organization, agency or community can eliminate sexual assault on their own—we must work together to educate our entire population about what can be done to prevent sexual assault, support victim/survivors and their significant others, and increase support for agencies providing services to victim/survivors; and

WHEREAS, (agency) has led the way in (city) in addressing sexual assault by providing 24-hour hotline services to victim/survivors and their significant others, responding to emergency calls, offering support and comfort to those impacted by sexual assault during medical exams, criminal proceedings, and empowering those impacted by sexual assault to chart their own course for healing; and 

WHEREAS, ending sexual assault in (city) must include active public and private efforts to End Sexual Violence in collaboration with (agency), including conversation about what sexual violence is, how to prevent it, how to help survivors connect with crucial counseling and other support services, and how every segment of our society can work together to better address sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, staff and volunteers of sexual assault programs in (city) work year round to encourage every person in (city) to End Sexual Violence and to support survivors by providing prevention education and survivor empowerment information to schools, churches, civic organizations, as well as medical, mental health, law enforcement, education, and criminal justice personnel regarding sexual assault issues;

WHEREAS, (agency) encourages both women and men to take action to End Sexual Violence, (agency) supports young men to join the statewide MyStrength Campaign by declaring that “My Strength is Not for Hurting.”

WHEREAS, (agency) has set an important example of how forging collaborative relationships between service agencies and organizations serves to improve the quality of service for those most profoundly and directly impacted by sexual violence, thus setting an important example for how the rest of the community might work together to speak out and find solutions to sexual violence;

WHEREAS, (agency) requests public support and assistance as it continues its effort to bring real hope for freeing (city) from the tragedy of sexual violence to create a future where all women, men and children can live free from violence and exploitation;

NOW, THEREFORE, I (name), Mayor of (city) do hereby proclaim the month of April as

SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

In (city) and I commend this observance to all citizens.

(Mayor’s Signature) 

Sample Resolution
WHEREAS, 
The United States Government has declared April as “Sexual Assault Awareness Month”; and

WHEREAS, 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month is intended to draw attention to the fact that sexual violence remains an intolerable violent crime with public health implications for every person in (city/state) as a victim/survivor or as a family member, significant other, neighbor or co-worker of a victim/survivor; and

WHEREAS, 
The World Health Organization and the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have identified sexual assault as a significant, costly and preventable health issue; and 

WHEREAS, 
Rape and sexual assault impacts women, children, and men of all racial, cultural, and economic backgrounds, any of whom can and do experience acquaintance rape, stranger rape, sexual assault by an intimate partner, gang rape, incest, stalking, serial rape, ritual abuse, sexual harassment, child sexual molestation, prostitution, and pornography; and 

WHEREAS, 
No one person, organization, agency or community can eliminate sexual assault on their own—we must work together to educate our entire population about what can be done to prevent sexual assault, support victim/survivors and their significant others, and ensure that victim/survivors are not re-victimized; and

WHEREAS, 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month is also meant to encourage public education and public discourse that leads to full public competence in speaking out against sexual violence, counteracting the reality that many in today’s society remain disturbingly uninformed with respect to issues of sexual violence; and 

WHEREAS, 
The importance of these issues is underlined by statistics that indicate that there were 11,483 sex offenses in 2004; and that the Bureau of Justice Statistics estimates that over 70% of rapes are never reported to police; and that one-in three women, one-in four-girls, one-in six boys, and one-in eleven men will be victims of sexual violence at least once in their lifetimes; and

WHEREAS, 
With leadership, dedication and encouragement, there is compelling evidence that we can be successful in reducing incidents of this outrageous crime against citizens living in (city/county), preventing some attacks through increased awareness and holding perpetrators who commit sexual violence responsible for their actions; and

WHEREAS, 
(city/county) strongly supports the dedicated efforts of (agency) to encourage every citizen to actively engage in public and private efforts to Decide to End Sexual Violence (or insert your own theme), including conversation about what sexual violence is, how to prevent it, how to help survivors connect with crucial counseling and other support services, and how every segment of our society can work together to better address sexual violence,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that (elected official or legislative body) designates the month of April, from this date forward, to be Sexual Assault Awareness Month in (city/county); and be it further 

RESOLVED 
that (elected official or legislative body) reaffirms its commitment to address the issues of rape and speak out against sexual violence by: remembering victim/survivors, supporting survivors, holding perpetrators responsible for committing sexual attacks, and challenging societal myths and behaviors that perpetrate sexual violence in our community.
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ACR 36, Mazzoni. Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

This measure would proclaim that, henceforth, the month of April shall be designated as Sexual Assault Awareness Month

WHEREAS, The American Medical Association has stated that a "woman is raped every 46 seconds in the United States" and that sexual assault is a "silent epidemic"; and

WHEREAS, Women, children, and men are all victims of sexual assault and it is estimated that one in three women, one in four girls, one in six boys, and one in eleven men will be victims at least once in their lifetimes; and

WHEREAS, Women, children, and men suffer multiple types of sexual violence, including, but not limited to, stranger rape, date rape, spousal rape, gang rape, serial rape, trafficking and prostitution, pornography, ritual abuse, sexual harassment, incest, child sexual molestation, and stalking; and

WHEREAS, Women, children, and men should be free from sexual violence in their homes, in the streets, in their workplaces, and in their recreational activities; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Bureau of Investigation estimates that only one in nine women who are sexually assaulted report the crime; and

WHEREAS, Rape and sexual assault affect women, children, and men of all racial, cultural, and economic backgrounds; and

WHEREAS, It is not uncommon for women to experience multiple forms of sexual violence in the course of their lifetimes; and

WHEREAS, Emotional and physical scars resulting from sexual violence are often severe and long lasting; and

WHEREAS, A coalition of rape crisis centers, known as the California Coalition Against Sexual Assault, has emerged to directly confront this crisis with the cooperation of law enforcement agencies, churches, health care providers, and other helping professionals from California's diverse communities; and

WHEREAS, It is important to recognize the compassion and dedication of the individuals involved in this effort, applaud their commitment, and increase public understanding of this significant problem; and

WHEREAS, It is important to recognize the strength, courage, and challenges of the victims and survivors of sexual assault and their family and friends as they struggle to cope with the reality of sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, It is important to recognize that not all victims of sexual assault survive, either at the time of the assault or later, due to the horrific long-term trauma that sexual assault often inflicts upon victims; and

WHEREAS, There are rape prevention and education efforts underway throughout California to challenge the societal myths and behaviors that perpetuate rape and to engage communities in a common goal of ending sexual assault; and

WHEREAS, There is a Sexual Assault Awareness Week in October; and

WHEREAS, That one-week has now grown to a full month of recognition and activities promoted by the National Coalition Against Sexual Assault to increase awareness of sexual assault and to create solutions; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate thereof concurring, That the Legislature hereby proclaims that, henceforth, the month of April shall be designated as Sexual Assault Awareness Month; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies of this resolution to the President of the United States, to the Governor, to the United States Director on Victims of Crime, and to each Senator and Representative from California in the Congress of the United States.
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