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Objectives:
Discuss the associations between partner 
violence and reproductive health

Define reproductive coercion

Identify opportunities in reproductive health 
settings to increase identification and 
intervention for partner violence and 
reproductive coercion



1  in  4 (25%)  U.S.  women  
and  

1  in  5 (20%)  U.S.  teen  girls  
report  ever  experiencing  
physical  and/or  sexual  IPV.
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Violence  increases  
�™�‘�•�‡�•�ï�•���”�‹�•�•���ˆ�‘�”��

unplanned  
pregnancies

Unplanned  
pregnancies  

risk  for  violence

4



Adolescent  girls  in  
physically  abusive  
relationships  were  
3.5  times  more  likely  to  
become  pregnant  than  
non-­‐abused  girls.

Roberts  et  al,  2005
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Girls  who  experienced  
physical  dating  violence  
were  2.8  times  more  
likely  to  fear  the  
perceived  consequences  
of  negotiating  condom  
use  than  non-­‐abused  
girls  
.  

Wingood et  al,  2001
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Like  the  first  couple  of  times,  the  condom  seems  to  break  
every  time.    You  know  what  I  mean,  and  it  was  just  kind  of  
funny,  like,  the  first  6  times  the  condom  broke.  Six  
condoms,  that's  kind  of  rare    I  could  understand  1  but  6  
times,  and  then  after  that  when  I  got  on  the  birth  control,  he  
was  just  like  always  saying,  like  you  should  have  my  baby,  
�›�‘�—���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�›���†�ƒ�—�‰�Š�–�‡�”�á���›�‘�—���•�Š�‘�—�Ž�†���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���•�›���•�‹�†�ä�ó��
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Miller,  et  al,  2007
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Adolescent  mothers  who  
experienced  physical  abuse  within  
three  months  after  delivery  were  
nearly  twice  as  likely  to  have  a  
repeat  pregnancy  within  24  
months.
Raneri &  Wiemann,  2007



Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) 
and Sexually Transmitted 
Infections/HIV 
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More  than  one-­‐third  
(38.8%)  of  adolescents  girls  
tested  for  STI/HIV  have  
experienced  dating  violence.  
DECKER  ET  AL,  2005



Partner Violence and STI/HIV

Teen  girls  who  are  abused  by  male  partners  
are  3x as  likely  to  become  infected  with  
STI/HIV
Women  and  girls  who  are  victims  of  IPV  are  
4x as  likely  to  be  infected  with  HIV
Men  and  boys  who  are  abusive  to  female  
partners  are  3x as  likely  to  have  an  STI    

(Decker,  2005;  Silverman,  2007)
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Male reproductive control of women who have 
experience intimate partner violence in the 
United States

1  Guttmacher  Institute
2  Family  Violence  Prevention  Fund
Moore,  AM,  Frohwirth,  L,  Levenson,  R,  James,  L  and  Miller,  E.  (@-)0&#20<(0AB



Sample Characteristics
Three-­‐quarters  of  
the  total  sample  
had  experienced  
pregnancy-­‐
controlling  
behavior

¾  of  those  women  
had  experienced  
more  than  one  type



Destroying contraception

63(#'--$"4(%'(",#(#,(<;'($#(,*(-$>'(?7'"(!(7&1(
#7'(@$--5(7'(<;'1(#,(&.#(,<#(&"1(&;>(%'(?73(!(&%(

-$>'(#7&#A(B7'"5(#7'*'(?&;(&",#7'*(#$%'(!(;#&*#'1(
<;$"4(#7'(*$"4(&"1(7'(@<--'1($#(,<#(,C(%'A(DE'(

#7,<47#(!(.,<-1(&.#<&--3(7$1'(#7$;(,"'5(",#(
>",?$"4(3,<(?$--(.,%'(<@($";$1'(,C(%'(&"1(@<--(

�t ,C0#7D>#EF&(G,-#E=0&(G,->#H%=0#G%..0C0



Threats to Promote a Birth

He  really  wanted  the  baby he  

gonna

wanna have  a  baby.  I  just  
got  into  [college]  on  a  full  scholarship,  I  just  found  out,  I  

but  I  was  really  scared.  I  was  scared  of  him.    

age  26,  white,  some  college



Reproductive Coercion Defined:  
BIRTH CONTROL SABOTAGE:

active interference with 
contraceptive methods 
(flushing pills; poking holes in 
condoms; refusing to wear 
condom)

PREGNANCY COERCION:
threats or pressure to promote 
pregnancy
partner attempts to control 
pregnancy outcomes

http://endabuse.org/content/features/detail/756/


Sexual Coercion Defined:  
intentionally exposing a 
partner to STIs

forced condom nonuse

threats or acts of 
violence related to STI 
partner notification

threats or acts of 
violence if woman 
sex when her partner 
wants it

http://endabuse.org/content/features/detail/756/


A Community-Based Family Planning 
Intervention to Reduce Partner 

Violence
Elizabeth Miller, MD, PhD 
Michele R. Decker, ScD

Heather L. McCauley, MS 
Rebecca Levenson, MA
Phyllis Schoenwald, PA
Jeffrey Waldman, MD

Jay G. Silverman, PhD

http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/medschool/


FVPF Intervention/Education Tool: 
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Intervention RCT

2-­‐armed  randomized-­‐controlled  trial  (T1:  N=1200,  T2:  
~900)

4  large,  urban,  family  planning  clinics  in  the  
Western  United  States
Young  adult  women,  16-­‐29  years  old
T1  (pre-­‐intervention),  exit  survey  
(immediately  post-­‐intervention),  T2  (3  
months  later)



Baseline Cross-Sectional Sample of Sexually 
Active Women

Age % Sample
16-19 42.8

20-24  33.2

25-29 24.0

Race/Ethnicity

White 22.3

Black/African American 28.6

Hispanic 29.8

Multi-racial/More than one race 7.0

Other 12.4

N=1299  sexually  active  women



Physical and Sexual IPV

53% of  women  reported  a  lifetime  
experience  of  physical  or  sexual  
violence  by  a  partner

17.6% reported  violence  in  the  past  
three  months.

N=1278  sexually  active  women  (16-­‐29)



Reproductive Coercion, Pregnancy 
Coercion and Birth Control Sabotage

25.7%  of  women  reported  a  lifetime  
experience  of  reproductive  coercion by  
a  partner  
19.1%  reported  pregnancy  coercion
from  a  partner
15.0%  of  women  experienced  birth  
control  sabotage

N=1278  sexually  active  women  (16-­‐29)



IPV, Reproductive Coercion, and 
Unintended Pregnancy

Among  women  reporting  reproductive  coercion  
(pregnancy  coercion  and  birth  control  sabotage):  

IPV  increases  risk  for  unintended  pregnancy  
two-­‐fold

IPV  appears  to  be  a  necessary  condition  for  
reproductive  control  to  increase  risk  for  
unintended  pregnancy



Given the threats to sexual and 
reproductive health in this 
population, does an integrated 
clinic intervention work?



Intervention Results

Among women in the intervention who 
experienced recent partner violence:

71% reduction in odds for pregnancy coercion
compared to control (0.29, CI 0.09-0.91)

Reduction in birth control sabotage not 
significantly different (0.71, CI 0.17 2.94)



Intervention Results

Post hoc analyses:  Women receiving the 
intervention were 60% more likely to end a 
relationship because it felt unhealthy or unsafe 
(p= 0.013)

In analyses stratified by recent IPV at baseline,  these 
differences were not due to greater numbers of 
women reporting recent IPV in the intervention arm 



Conclusions: Clinical Implications

Assess  for  reproductive  coercion  and  pregnancy    coercion  as  
part  of  routine  reproductive  health  care

Assess  for  both  physical  and  sexual  violence

Assess  reproductive  coercion  before discussing  contraceptive  
options

Offer  invisible  BCM    (IUC,  Implanon)

EC

Assess  safety  with  positive  pregnancy  tests  and  STI  partner  
notification

Develop  deeper  relationships  with  local  DV  and  SA  
organizations



!"#$%&'()&*(+&'()+&
,-,./#0.($&0(&1#0.-$02&#$,&
'()+&/(33.03-$0&0(&
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���V�D�I�H�W�\����
"-#40"&#$,&+-1+(,)/0.5-&
*+--,(36

For  patient  education  on  the  issue  of  
reproductive  control:    
www.KnowMoreSayMore.org

For  FVPF  materials  go  to  our  website:

www.endabuse.org/store

http://www.knowmoresaymore.org/
http://www.endabuse.org/store
http://www.endabuse.org/store

